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But now the question is - whatever we have achieved,
is that enough? The answer is simple and clear. What
we have achieved is just one stage, only one level. Our
journey towards Clean India continues unabated.
– Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
Swachh Bharat Diwas, 2nd October 2019
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From the Minister’s desk

W

alk into almost any village these days and you will
see that they have some system in place either for
segregation and collection of waste, or composting and
converting of cattle dung into clean fuel and fertilizer. The
recent Sujlam campaigns too have surpassed expectations
with the construction of over 2 million soak pits to effectively
manage waste water in rural India. In places where there
are septic tanks or single pit toilets, faecal sludge treatment
systems are being set up or faecal matter is being desludged
and transported to sewerage treatment plants for cotreatment through a tie-up with urban counterparts. The activities to manage waste are
many and districts are using scientific principles to manage the same.
I am happy to share that the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Grameen) is on track, accelerating
towards the making of a Swachh and Swasth
Bharat. To keep us all on the same page, we
launch today the first issue of volume 2 of the
Swachhata Samachar, as we forge ahead to
make our country sampoorn swachh.
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
Minister of Jal Shakti

Swachhata Smiles with Sudhir Dar

Demystifying ODF Plus
An ODF Plus village is a village that sustains its ODF status and effectively manages
its solid and liquid waste. This includes:
ODFSustainability
Faecal Sludge
Management

Plastic Waste
Management

Greywater
Management
HOSPITAL

Biodegradable Waste Management

COMPOST

Watch the
launch film of
SBM-G Phase II
here or by
scanning the
QR code.

ODF Sustainability
Women Self Help Groups take charge of O&M of Community
Sanitary Complexes in Siddharthnagar, Uttar Pradesh
Moving towards making its villages ODF Plus, the district administration of Siddharthnagar in Uttar
Pradesh has taken the initiative to construct 809 Community Sanitary Complexes (CSCs) to cater to
the needs of the floating and migrant population as well as households that do not have individual
household toilets owing to lack of space. As many as 530 Self Help Groups (SHGs) have signed an MoU
(Anubandh Patra) for proper care and maintenance of the CSCs.
For further inquiries, please email:
tuhinaroymitra@gmail.com

To read more
scan the QR
code or click
here
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Richhawati donates land for
GOBARdhan project in Udham Singh
Nagar, Uttarakhand
When Smt. Richhawati, an active community
leader and SHG member heard that the
community biogas plant sanctioned for their Gram
Panchayat (GP) in 2021-22 was being shelved
owing to non-availability of community land and
inadequate finance, she donated 2500 square
feet of land for the project that would cater to
the clean fuel needs of the community. Having a
large cattle population, the village community was
looking forward to the community biogas plant
under Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G)
that would benefit 20 households. The woman’s magnanimous gesture has set the
wheels in motion for the construction of the Gobardhan plant that is now located
in Salmatta GP in Sitarganj Block of Udham Singh Nagar district in Uttarakhand.
Inspired by her, the district administration intends to start other community biogas
projects in US Nagar District soon.
For further inquiries, please email: pmu_uttaranchal@rediffmail.com

To read more
scan the QR
code or click
here

Greywater Management
100% saturated grey water management – Pappankuzhi village,
Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu
Through the concerted efforts of
community members and government
officials, the entire village of Pappankuzhi
is covered through 2 community soak
pits and 93 individual household soakpits
ensuring 100% greywater management in
the village.
For further inquiries, please email:
pmanikanta@unicef.org

To read more
scan the QR
code or click
here
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Faecal Sludge Management
Karnataka conducts trial run of FSTP in Malapangudi
In an effort to improve sanitation across rural Karnataka, a Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant (FSTP)
of 12 KLD capacity has been commissioned in Malapangudi Gram Panchayat (GP) of Vijayanagara
District in Karnataka. When operational,
the facility will scientifically treat faecal
sludge collected from this GP and 7 other
cluster GPs in Hospet Taluk. Located in
Kalayana Karnataka region, Malapangudi GP
consists of 5 villages with a total population
of 10,654 individuals, 2047 households, 11
institutions (Anganwadis and schools) and
38 commercial units. The faecal sludge
treatment system will serve the needs of
a population of about 64,000 including
Malapanagudi and 7 other GPs falling within
a radius of 15 kms from the FSTP.
For further inquiries, please email:
sbmzpvjn@gmail.com

To read more scan the QR
code or click here

Plastic Waste Management
Life cycle of singleuse plastics
The Government of India has
banned the manufacture, sale
and use of identified single-use
plastic items like plates, cups,
straws, trays, and polystyrene
from July 1, 2022. The gazette
notification of the Plastic Waste
management Amendment
Rules, 2021, can be found here
or by scanning the QR code.

Plastic bag

20 years
Plastic straw

200 years
Plastic cup

450 years
Disposable mask

450 years

Plastic water bottle

To read
more scan
the QR
code or
click here

450 years

Disposable diaper

500 years

Plastic toothbrush

500 years

Years required for the decomposition of certain single-use plastic items
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Menstrual Hygiene Management
Kurma Ghar to Mahila Visava Kendra – a much needed MHM
initiative in Maharashtra
In a move that will significantly contribute to
empowering women, providing them with a safe
space and opportunities they urgently deserve, the
District Administration of Gadchiroli in Maharashtra
with technical support of UNICEF has started
a unique initiative by which it will put an end to
the concept of Kurma Ghar or period huts where
menstruating girls and women were exiled; and
construct in its place a Mahila Visava Kendra or a
women’s rest centre.
For further inquiries, please email:
ykabir@unicef.org

To read more scan the QR
code or click here

Recent Initiatives
Sujlam 2.0 campaign: More than 12 lakh individual and community soak pits were
constructed across rural India.
9 Ministries/Departments to promote ‘Green & Clean village: A joint advisory was
signed by nine Secretaries to the GOI on the localization of SDGs through Panchayati
Raj Institutions based on Theme 5: Clean and Green Village, indicating their willingness
to provide full support under their ongoing schemes to this effort at the Gram
Panchayat level.
Workshop on ODF Plus best practices: To facilitate knowledge sharing of best practices
on all verticals of ODF Plus, DDWS organised a one-day workshop on March 26.
Start-up Grand Challenge: To scout technologies that could support sustainable,
affordable, scalable, and responsive solutions to the solid and liquid waste management
challenges in rural areas, a Start-up Grand Challenge has been organised.
Capacity building workshop: To finalise the capacity building strategy and training
calendar as a part of States’ efforts to make their villages ODF Plus; a national workshop
on capacity building was held on July 12, 2022.
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Crossword #1

1
2

ACROSS

3

4

3. Solution for greywater management
5. ___ Plus
5

6. ____ Mistri, Woman Masons from Jharkhand
7. _____ Bharat Diwas, 2nd October

6

9. Solution for funding
7
8
9

DOWN
1. Banned plastic (acronym)
2. Initiative for biodegradable waste management
4. Favourite number of pits
8. ____, ek prem katha/a love story

Tell us
In this space, we will ask you a question in every issue. Write
to us with your responses at swachhbharat@gov.in and
we will publish one selected answer. Look out for a new
question in every issue!

Are you using any innovative
replacement for a single use
plastic product?

If you’d like to contribute
to an upcoming issue of
the Swachhata Samachar,
share your submissions
(approximately 700 words
+ 2 high resolution images)
before 15th of every month
to swachhbharat@gov.in.

1. SUP | 2. GOBARdhan | 3. soakpit | 4. two | 5. ODF | 6. Rani | 7. Swachh | 8. Toilet | 9. Convergence
Answer key for CROSSWORD #1:

